fixity. He was loathing this business yet determined
to go through with it. In his person, he was tall and
\vell-made. He had dressed with foppery in fine white
linen, with one jewel of emeralds, very choicely made,
upon his right chest. Someone near Theodora said, uHe
knows a lot about jewels; all his rings and things are
very good". His colourless hair had been frizzed in
what was then the new fashion for elegant young men;
it had also been scented. He bore no mark of rank,
though as the late Emperor's nephew he might have
worn purple bands upon his robes. He carried a little
case of scarlet leather. He had upon him a look of breed-
ing, or at least, of having been bred and tended and
groomed. Theodora, watching him, wondered if he had
consecrated himself to this candidature, or been taken
and forced into it. He held his head well up. She
thought that he had rehearsed that coming down the
steps with a great deal of care. She saw him pause at
the foot of the steps before going up into the rostrum.
He gathered his robes about him, so that he might not
trip. As he did this, he turned towards her, so that she
saw his weary and cross face twitching a little from
nerves. She thought, "So this is the Hypatius about
whom so much was said. It is little wonder that he failed
in the employments given to him. His uncle gave him
the command of an army; he lost it. He then gave him
the command of a second army; he lost that. He then
put him in command of a Province, which he lost to
the Empire. Yet even so, after three major disasters, each
enough to justify a capital charge, he was trusted by the
present Emperor with a most delicate peace negotiation
which he was supposed to have betrayed. What was
there in this milky maggot which caused him to be
employed time after time? Justinus had employed him
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